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New Directions in Frontier Military
History: A Review Essay
BRUCE J. DINGES

It is just possible that the last cavalry charge has thundered across the
literary plains and the last celluloid red man has bitten the dust. Let's
hope so. For much ofthis century, the Hollywood stereotype of flashing
sabers and blood-stained tomahawks has shaped the popular image of
the frontier army. But beginning in the 1950s and 1960s, professional
historians began to examine in a systematic way the role of the military
in the settlement of the West and to raise questions that would not
have occurred. to the screenwriters, pulp novelists, buffs, and popularizers who had dominated the field. By doing so, scholars like Robert
Athearn, Francis Paul Prucha, William H. Goetzmann, and Robert M.
Utley-superb writers all-sparked what has been called a "renaissance" in the stl,ldy of frontier military history.! Judging f~om a flurry
Bruce J.Dinges is editor of the Journal of Arizona History and director of publications
for the Arizona Historical Society. He has published extensively on the military frontier.
1. See Paul L. Hedren, "Paper Medicine Man and the Renaissance in Frontier Military
History: A Review Essay," New Mexico Historical Review, 22 (January 1987), 95-104. Paul
A. Hutton's essay on "The Frontier Army" in Roger L. Nichols, ed., American Frontier
and Western Issues: A Historiographical Review (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press,
1986), 253-74, provi'des an excellent survey of the literature, Hutton makes the' point
that "despite the long-standing interest by writers and readers in the military frontier,
it is a field of study that has not been particularly distinguished. For too longit has been
dominated by antiquarians, local historians~ and popular historians, who produced an
incredible mass of books and articles of stunningly poor quality." Ibid.,.253.

103

104

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

The Military and United States Indian Pol-

icy 1865-1903. By Robert Wooster. (New
Haven, Connecticut: Yale University
Press, 1988. xiii + 268 pp. Illustrations,
maps, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $22.50.)

of recent books by Robert Wooster, Darlis A. Miller, Sherry L. Smith,
William Y. Chalfant, and Paul A. Carlson, the renaissance is still in full
flower.
In 1976 Prucha challenged historians to think hard and dig deep
for details to support their generalizations about the army's contributions to the development of the West. 2 Fortunately, he and others
had already laid a solid foundation 'on which to base such studies.
Prucha's own books, Broadaxe and Bayonet and The Sword of the Republic,
described the important work of soldiers as farmers, diplomats, road
builders, and explorers, and portrayed the army as the agent of empire
building. At about the same time, Robert Athearn pointed biographers
in new directions with his portrait of William Tecumseh Sherman drawn
against the broad backdrop of national expansion. William Goetzmann
broke fertile ground in his magisterial studies of the army and exploration, and earned new respectability for military history when- his
Exploration and Empire captured a Pulitzer Prize. Don Rickey rescued
the lowly enlisted man from obscurity, and William H. Leckie highlighted the accomplishments of black soldiers on the frontier. In his
two volumes in the Macmillan "Wars of the United States" series,
2. Francis Paul Prucha, in The American Military on the Frontier (Washington, D.C.:
Office of Air Force History, 1978), 176-77.

BRUCE J. DINGES

105

Robert M. Utley provided a brilliant and sweeping overview of the
army's multifaceted activities in the West. 3
From these impressive beginnings, a new generation of scholars
has taken Prucha's challenge to heart, filling in gaps, exploring new
topics, questioning shopworn assumptions, and drawing novel conclusions. Robert Wooster's The Military and United States Indian Policy,
1865-1903 is a provocative example of the new historiography. In his
pointedly revisionist study, Wooster argues that during the latter half
of the nineteenth century, the military and the government conspicuously failed to formulate an overall policy for dealing with the Indians.
To prove his point, he examines the problem of Indian-military relations
within the larger context of the Gilded Age.
Students of the Indian wars have frequently suffered from a form
of myopia that has restricted their vision to a specific battle or campaign. Wooster lifts the blinders to reveal a much more complex picture
in which environment, racism, personalities, intergovernmental squabbles, and the absence of strong congressional or presidential direction
frustrated the army's efforts to influence and implement policy. "While
the goals of subjugation, removal and acculturation remained constant," he points out, "the means by which they were to be achieved
differed markedly" (p. 4).
Wooster is at his best in succinctly defining the problems that
bedeviled the frontier army. Ideally, the President might have been
expected to formulate Indian policy based upon the recommendations
of his cabinet advisors and then turn either to the Interior Department
or the War Department to carry out his directives. But whaCseems so
strikingly simple in hindsight was rarely the case in the volatile atmosphere of post-CiVil War America. Reconstruction, railroad building, labor unrest, and international disputes at various times diverted
attention and manpower from th~ frontier. A confused command struc3. Francis Paul Prucha, Broadaxe and Bayonet: The Role of the United States Army in the
Development of the Northwest, 1815-1860 (Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
1953); and The Sword of the Republic: The United States Army on the Frontier, 1783-1846 (New
York: Macmillan, 1969). Robert G. Athearn, William Tecumseh Sherman and the Settlement
of the West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956). William H. Goetzmann, Army
Explorations in the American West, 1803-1863 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1959);
and Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of the West (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966). Don Rickey, Jr., Forty Miles a Dayan Beans and Hay: The
Enlisted Soldier Fighting the lndian Wars (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963).
William H. Leckie, The Buffalo Soldiers: A Narrative of the Negro Cavalry in the West (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1967). Robert M. Utley, Frontiersmen in Blue: The United
States Army and the lndians, 1848-1865 (New York: Macmillan, 1967); and Frontier Regulars:
The United States Army and the Indians, 1866-1890 (New York: Macmillan, 1973).
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ture that somewhat arbitrarily divided the country into geographic
divisions, departments, districts, and subdistricts, and which pitted
staff against line, compounded the army's difficulties in dealing with
the hostile tribes. Still more serious, especially after inauguration of
President Grant's "Peace Policy," was the division of responsibility
for implementation of Indian policy between the secretaries of war and
interior. In the absence of strong presidential leadership, the two cabinet offices battled incessantly for control under the watchful (some
might say meddling) eye of a rabidly partisan Congress. No wonder
that "confusion, mistrust and disinterest" (p. 216) characterized policy
making. Wooster reasonably concludes that, in a situation wherenational leaders viewed Indian affairs as a "fleeting bother" (p. 216),
"neither army officers nor government officials found it necessary to
work out comprehensive doctrines to be used in dealing with Indians"
(p. 12).
Wooster is only slightly less successful in attempting to explain
the strategic and tactical underpinnings of the Indian wars. Few will
argue with his observation that the absence of a clearly defined policy,
an unresponsive command structure, and the personal inclinations of
Generals Sherman and Sheridan placed a premium on independent
initiative by commanders in the field. Similarly, he argues conclusively
that by the 1870s successful commanders-Sheridan, Crook, and Miles,
in particular-had achieved a vague consensus on the effectiveness of
converging columns to strike Indian villages. He treads on less certain
ground, however, when he' suggests that the strategies and taCtics of
the Indian wars evolved solely as a '!haphazard"," Inconclusive response
to the distinctive conditions of the western frontiers" (p. 112) and that
the "direct connection between the Civil War and the Indian Wars ...
has been greatly exaggerated" (p. 136). If nothing else, the assertion
grievously underestimates Sherman's and Sheridan's influence on the
formulation of strategy against the western tribes. It also ignores ample
evidence that European settlers had waged total war against America's
native inhabitants since .colonial times, and that the Civil War experience was part of a general trend toward total warfare that extends
into the twentieth century.
The point, however, is relatively minor when balanced against
Wooster's larger accomplishment. Other historians, notably Utley and
Prucha, have previously advanced a number of his arguments. But,
until now, no orie has undertaken so comprehensive or critical a look
at the army's role in formulating and implementing Indian policy. And
Wooster goes a step·further. By examining the similar experiences of

BRUCE J. DINGES

.107

European colonial powers, particularly the British in Africa, he suggests future areas of inquiry.
Apart from its role in guarding the overland routes and protecting
settlement, the army was an important-even decisive-economic force
on the sparsely populated frontier. In his pathbreaking 1983 study,
Forts and Supply, Robert W. Frazer argued persuasively that, during the
1850s, military spending was "the single most significant factor" in the
economic development of New Mexico Territory. 4 In Soldiers and Settlers:
Military Supply in the Southwest, 1861-1885, Darlis Miller picks up the
story where Frazer left off and carries it forward to the coming of the
railroad and the end of the Indian wars. She also expands somewhat
the geographic focus to include New Mexico, Arizona, West Texas, and
southern Colorado (the old Military Department of New Mexico), "a
region that shared problems of aridity, long distances [and] Apache
warfare" (p. xiv).
.
Miller's intention is "to document the intricacies of military contracting and to assess the army's economic impact on civilian society"
(p. xiv). In the process, she goes beyond strictly military history and
in effect chronicles how the federal government stimulated private
enterprise to advance settlement of the frontier. In an age that loudly
espoused the glories of laissez-faire capitalism, military spending in
the Southwest nonetheless became the main pillar of the region's economy, pumping somewhere between $1.5 and $2 million annually into
chronically impoverished New Mexico and Arizona during the late
1860s and early 1870s.
The War Department doled out most of the largesse in the form
of supply contracts for grain and foodstuffs, forage and fuel, flour and
other commissary goods, construction, and freighting, each of which
Miller analyzes in painstaking detail. Providing both a market and
protection, the army stimulated the growth of agriculture and largescale ranching in the Southwest. Moreover, in what amounts to a precursor of the Reagan-Bush "trickle-down" theory of economic growth,
the partnership between government and civilian entrepreneurs spread
the windfall widely throughout the community, as predominantly Anglo
merchants hired or subcontracted with Anglo and Hispanic laborers.
In times of crisis, the army functioned as a'welfare agency, purchasing
small quantities of goods and produce directly from small farmers and
hiring on civilians as teamsters and laborers. As contractors prospered,
they in turn promoted community development by investing their
4. Robert W. Frazer, Forts and Supplies: The Role of the Army in the Economy of the
Southwest, 1846-1861 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983), ix.
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profits in mines, banks, stores, and public services. By the time the
railroads arrived and the fires of the Indian wars flickered out, the
economy of the region was on a firm foundation. Then as now, defense
dollars held the keys to economic growth.
Miller's acknowledged debt to Frazer should not obscure the fact
that she has produced a monumental and original piece of scholarship
that challenges old assumptions and charts new avenues for historians
of the military and the frontier. The depth of her research alone is·
staggering; appendixes, double-column endnotes, and bibliography
comprise fully a quarter of the book's five hundred pages of text.
Inevitably, some students will question Miller's assertion that most
government contractors were honest and that the system encouraged
fairness and safeguarded against cheating. But until someone else delves
as deeply into the source materials, Miller will have the final say-and
thafis as it should be. Impressively documented, cogently argued, and
clearly written, Soldiers and Settlers is a model study that should stimulate scholars to take a closer look at the army's impact on the economies of other frontier regions.
Western historians have acknowledged for some time that frontier
settlement was a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural process. It is surprising, therefore, that until fairly recently military historians have ignored
the Indian side of the story. In this regard, Robert M. Utley's The Indian
Frontier of the American West, 1846-1890 (1984) represented a welcome
corrective by interpreting the conquest of the frontier from the dual
perspectives of Anglo-European and Native cultures. s Still, with the
notable exceptions of James Haley, Thomas Dunlay, and Joseph Porter,
scholars of the Indian wars have failed to use ethno-historical data in
their writings. 6 Perhaps the tide is turning. Two recent titles afford
excellent examples of what can be accomplished through the skillful
blending of traditional and nontraditional sources.·
Sherry L. Smith's Sagebrush Soldier: Private William Earl Smith's View
of the Sioux War of 1876 is notable for several reasons. First of all, unlike
the Civil War where the number of published diaries seems roughly
equivalent to the number of men who donned the blue and the gray,
enlisted men's diaries from the Indian wars are relatively rare. Few
5. Robert M. Utley, The Indian Frontier of the American West, 1846-1890 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984).
6. Joseph c. Porter, Paper Medicine Man: John Gregory Bourke and His American West
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986); James L. Haley, The Buffalo War: The
History of the Red River Uprising of 1874 (Garden City: Doubleday, 1976); Thomas W.
Dunlay, Wolves for the Blue Soldiers: Indian Scouts and Auxiliaries with the United States Army,
1860-90 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982).
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Soldiers and Settlers: Military Supply
in the Southwest, 1861-1885.'By Darlis A. Miller. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1989. xviii
+ 506 pp: Illustrations, maps, tables,
appendixes, notes, bibliography,
index. $45.00.)
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Sagebrush So!dier: Private William Earl
Smith's View of the Sioux War of 1876.
By Sherry L. Smith. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989, xviii
+ 158 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $18.95.)

soldiers who served on the frontier saw themselves as part of a noble
cause, and most experienced only the boredom and monotony of garrison life. Moreover, a substantial number of enlistees in the Indian
wars army were either illiterate or foreign-speaking. Consequently, any
private soldier's diary constitutes an unusual find; with historian Smith's
help, Private Smith's account represents something more. Through deft
editing and an innovative use of sources, she has expanded her greatgrandfather's observations to embrace a comprehensive and valuable
study of the Powder River Expedition from a rich variety of perspectives.
William Earl Smith of Company E, Fourth Cavalry, was in many
ways typical of the men who served in the frontier army-young, semiliterate, and plagued by personal and financial problems. The military
offered an escape and $13 a month. He saw nothing heroic in soldiering.
He simply followed orders and, as he explained in his fractured prose,
Utride to do right as near as [he] node how" (p'. 128). In fact, it is the
sheer ordinariness of his experience that makes his perceptions worth-
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while: boredom, drunkenness, resentment of superiors, hardships of
the march, the short sharp excitement of battle, and the seeming aimlessness and confusion of Indian campaigning stand out in bold contrast to the stereotypes of film and fiction. As orderly to Colonel Ranald
Mackenzie for much of the expedition, Private Smith also offers us an
enlisted man's intimate glimpse of the brilliant but erratic cavalryman.
In the hands of a less imaginative editor, Private Smith's brief and
episodic diary most likely would have ended up buried in some obscure
state or local historical journal. Instead, Sherry Smith uses it as a focal
point around which she weaves the recollections of white and Indian
participants, thus achieving a more complete and well-rounded account of events. Fortunately, she has exceptional material to draw
upon, especially the detailed unpublished diaries of Lieutenant Colonel
Richard I. Dodge and Lieutenant John G. Bourke, and published accounts by the white scout Luther North and Sergeant James McClellan.
On the Indian side, she makes judicious use of the recollections gathered by George Bird Grinnell, Thomas Marquis, and Peter J. Powell.
The result is a landmark multi-dimensional campaign history, and an
outstanding example for future students of the Indian wars.
William Y. Chalfant takes a similar approach in Cheyennes and Horse
Soldiers: The 1857 Expedition and the Battle of Solomon's Fork. A lawyer by
profession and historian by avocation, he further demonstrates the
importance, in Robert Utley's well-chosen words, of keeping "a sharp
focus on both sides of the battle lines" (p. xiv) when describing clashes
between Indians and whites. Like Sherry Smith's treatment of events
in Sioux country two decades later, Chalfant portrays the 1857 Cheyenne expedition as a clash of cultures and describes the unfolding of
events from a dual perspective.
The highlights of the campaign are easily summarized. In May of
1857, two contingents of the First Cavalry snaked out of Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. One column, under Colonel E. V. Sumner, followed
the Platte River northwest to Fort Laramie, then turned south to rendezvous with a second column that had proceeded south and west
along the Arkansas River to Bent's Fort before swinging north. The
purpose of the expedition was to chastise the Cheyenne for attacks on
emigrant trains, attacks that the army itself had in large measure provoked by its harsh treatment of the Plains tribesmen. Leaving behind
their wagons and baggage, the cavalry rode eastward into Indian country, as watchful Cheyennes dogged their progress and debated their
response. The climactic clash occurred on July 29 along the banks of
the South Fork of the Solomon River. In a scene out of a Hollywood
movie, 300 saber-wielding cavalrymen advanced against 350 mounted

BRUCE

J.

DINGES

111

Cheyenne warriors. Prior to the battle, Indian medicine men had prepared powerful medicine to ward off the soldiers' bullets. Caught off
guard by the gleaming blades of their enemy, the Cheyenne fired a
volley of arrows and scattered in flight. Thus ended the first clash
between the army and the Cheyenne, and the only recorded saber
charge in the history of the Indian wars.,
.
Chalfant's study of this neglected campaign is nearly flawless. His
research is exhaustive, delving into a wide array· of military reports
and Interior Department records, newspaper accounts, and letters and
diaries of participants to tell the soldiers' side, and relying on the oral
traditions collected by Grinnell and Powell to relate the story from the
Indians' point of view. Chalfant writes well, moving smoothly back
and forth between the details of the soldiers' march and the Indian
response. Indeed, if the book has a fault it lies in the author's meticulous attention to detail. It is obvious that Chalfant has personally
surveyed every inch of terrain along the cavalry's route, and some
readers may fall by the wayside as he recounts the day-by-day, almost
mile-by-mile, events of the hot and tedious march. On the other hand,
he demonstrates a welcome ability to reduce a complex succession of
cause-and-effect to its essential elements and to place the entire se- quence in its proper perspective against the background of tribal traditions and national events. For the Cheyenne, he poignantly observes,
. the fight on Solomon's Fork was the beginning of a chain of events
that culminated a decade later at Sand Creek and destroyed their traditional way of life.
Amateur historians (so-called "buffs") have endured considerable
criticism at the hands of their graduate-seminar-trained colleagues for
their obsession with minutia at the expense of the larger picture. Critics
in academe, however, will find little to complain about in Cheyennes
and Horse Soldiers. Few professionals have produced a campaign history
of this breadth and significance.
Good biographies of frontier officersare rare. Far too many writers
have pandered to popular tastes, portraying their subjects as fearless
and intrepid Indian fighters pitted against a savage and bloodthirsty
foe. George A. Custer has been the unrivaled darling of this crowd.
But in military biography, as elsewhere, the tide of scholarship has
shifted over the past several decades. New sources and methodologies
have enabled serious biographers to produce more lifelike views of
army officers and to dispassionately assess their contributions to the
advancement of the frontier. Paul Andrew Hutton's detailed and vibrant portrait of General Phil Sheridan and Robert M. Utley's splendid
study of Custer show what can be accomplished. The contributors to
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Expedition and the Battle of Solomon's
Fork. By William Y. Chalfant. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1989. xxii + 415 pp. Illustrations,
maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
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"Pecos Bill": A Military Biography of
William R. Shafter. By Paul H. Carlson. (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1989. xiii + 225
pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $34.95.)

Soldiers West: Biographies from the Military Frontier, a 1987 anthology
edited by Hutton, emphasize the rich diversity among the officer corps
and suggest what scholars might gain from exploring the lives and
careers of lesser luminaries in America's military pantheon. Marvin E.
Kroeker's biography of William B. Hazen and Joseph c. Porter's portrait of John G. Bourke offer excellent examples of the lessons that can
be learned from the careers of officers who shouldered the day-to-day
burdens of exploration and empire building. 7
Paul A. Carlson exhibits many of the rewards and a few of the
pitfalls of the new approach to military biography in "Pecos Bill": A
7. Paul Andrew Hutton, Phil Sheridan and His Army (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1985); Robert M. Utley, Cavalier in Buckskin: George Armstrong Custer and the Western
Military Frontier (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989); Paul Andrew Hutton,
ed., Soldiers West: Biographies from the Military Frontier (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, ·1987); Marvin E. Kroeker, Great Plains Command: William B. Hazen in the Frontier
West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976); Porter, Paper Medicine Man.
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Military Biography of William R. Shafter. Obese, profane, hard-driving,
quick-tempered, and "intolerant of weakness or laxity in subprdinates,
Shafter hardly fits the heroic mold. A previous biographer aptly noted
that "history remembers William R. Shafter as a fat old general in Civil
War woolens fumbling his way across tropical Cuba while the country
laughed at him and mourned for the soldiers he led."B
While -acknowledging Shafter's abundant shortcomings, Carlson
also points to numerous and important accomplishments. A courageous, zealous, intelligent commander, Shafter earned the Medal of
Honor and successfully led black troops in the Civil War and on the
frontier. He was the first American soldier to explore the Llano Estacado
of West Texas and opened the region to settlement. His lightning raids
into Mexico flaunted international law but halted Indian and bandit
depredations.along the border. His calm deliberation following the
Wounded Knee massacre helped restore peace at the Pine Ridge Agency,
and a similar display of armed determination protected the mails and
maintained law and order in Los Angeles during the 1894 railroad
strike. Finally, he led the American expeditionary force to swift and
relatively bloodless victory in Cuba. That he was portrayed as a doddering buffoon and denied the lion's share of credit, Carlson suggests, '
was a result of Shafter's characteristically rude and overbearing treatment of newspaper correspondents, particularly Richard Harding Davis.
This well-researched work corrects the popular image of the underappreciated and unfairly maligned general, but ultimately Carlson,
like any biographer, is the captive of his sources. Shafter's personal
correspondence is scarce and less than revealing. Hattie, his wife of
thirty-six years, and daughter Mary remain little more than faceless
names in Carlson's study. Carlson hints that Shafter may have engaged
in extramarital affairs, but quickly drops the subject. He mentions a
sensitive and sentimental side to the blustering general, but the reader
never sees it.
Much as we might wish to know more about Shafter, the private
man, it is clear that Carlson has done the best he can with the material
available to him. Solidly grounded in official records and extant correspondence, his admirably balanced account does justice to this effective if flawed figure on the military frontier.
It may have seemed at one time, not too long ago, that the last
word had been written on the frontier army. If Prucha, Athearn, Goetzmann, and Utley opened the door on the new military history in the
8. Robert M. Utley, "'Pecos Bill' on the Texas Frontier," The American West, 6 (January
1969),4.

114

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

fifties and sixties, then Edward M. Coffman appeared to nail it shut
with The Old Army, his near-definitive 1986 study of America's peacetime army in the nineteenth century.9 Clearly, however, these pathbreakers have not had the final say. Their sharp insights and probing
questions continue to breathe 'new life into the study of the frontier
military. And the five books reviewed here offer encouraging prospects
for the ongoing reevaluation of the army's role in the settlement of the
West.
Biography may offer the most promising opportunities for the new
scholarship. Nelson Miles and George Crook, arguably the army's most
experienced and effective Indian campaigners, deserve serious study.
Historians have devoted considerable attention to O. O. Howard's role
as commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau, but they have yet to examine adequately his long and eventful career on the Indian frontier. \0
Christopher C. Augur, E. V. Sumner, Randolph Marcy, B. L. E. Bonneville,William H. Harney, and John L. Bullis are others who warrant a
closer look. Historians also need to make use of ethnographic data to
examine the lives of important Indian leaders. Alvin Josephy pointed
the way thirty years ago in The Patriot Chiefs, and more recently R.
David Edmunds and others have expanded upon the theme of Indian
leadership.1I Studies currently in progress of Cochise, Crazy Horse,
and Sitting BuIl will no doubt further broaden the horizons of military
and Native American history alike.
Scholars also need to explore gender roles and domestic relations
in the frontier army. In Glittering Misery, Patricia Y. Stallard suggested
the rich possibilities for research into the lives of the wives and children
along officers' row. William H. Leckie and Shirley A. Leckie, in their
seminal study of General Benjamin H. Grierson, his wife Alice, and
their children, demonstrated how important domestic relations were
in the army and explored the dynamics of family life in Victorian America. Robert H. Steinbach has recently taken a similar look at Frank and
9. Edward M, Coffman, The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime,
1784-1898 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986).
10. John A. Carpenter, Sword and Olive Branch: Oliver Otis Howard (University of
Pittsburgh Press, 1964); William S. McFeely, Yankee Stepfather: General O. O. Howard and
the Freedmen (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968). A call for greater attention to
Howard's role in Indian affairs is in Bruce J. Dinges introduction to O. O. Howard,
Famous Indian Chiefs I Have Known (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989). See also
Robert M. Utiey, ':Oliver Otis Howard," New Mexico Historical Review, 62 (January 1987),
55-63.
11. Alvin M. Josephy, The Patriot Chiefs: A Chronicle of American Indian Leadership
(New York: Viking Press, 1961); R. David Edmunds, ed., American Indian Leaders: Studies
in Diversity (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1980).
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Alice Baldwin. Sandra Myres and others have published articles dealing
with women on the military frontier, but we still need a comprehensive
study of army wives. The material is there in the form of published
diaries and reminiscences, and ferreted away among their husbands'
papers, awaiting a resourceful scholar. 12
Nor has the story of blacks in the frontier army been fully or
adequately told. Until now, historians have focused on narrative histories of the black infantry and cavalry, and these studies are two
decades old. Students need to dig deeper into military records, the
diaries and correspondence of white officers, contemporary newspapers, and other sources to explore the relationships between whites,
blacks, and Indians in the West. 13
Like ethnography and gender studies, archaeology can also be a
handy tool for the military historian. Douglas C. McChristian used
physical remains to accurately chart the fight at Tinaja de las Palmas
during the Victorio campaign of 1880. T. Lindsay Baker and Billy R.
Harrison demonstrated in their book on the Adobe Walls fight between
Indians and buffalo hunters in 1874 how a historian and an archaeologist can work together to recreate a place and an event. The published
findings of field work undertaken at the Little Big Horn battlefield
should convince historians of the rich possibilities of archaeologfcal
investigations conducted under the proper circumstances. 14
12. Patricia Y. Stallard, Glittering Misery: Dependents of the Indian Fighting Army (San
Rafael, California and Fort Collins, Colorado: Presidio Press/Old Army Press, 1978);
William H. Leckie and Shirley A. Leckie, Unlikely Warriors: General Benjamin Grierson and
His Family (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1984); Robert H. Steinbach, A Long
March: The Lives of Frank and Alice Baldwin (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1989).
Sandra L. Myres, "Romance and Reality on the American Frontier: Views of Army Wives:'
Western Historical Quarterly, 13 (October 1982), 409-27; and "Army Wives in the TransMississippi West: A Bibliography:' in Teresa Griffin Viele, Following the Drum: A Glimpse
of Army Life (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984). For an excellent treatment of
one army wife's correspondence, see Shirley Ann Leckie, ed., The Colonel's Lady on the
Frontier: The Correspondence of Alice Kirk Grierson (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1989).
\
13. Leckie, Buffalo Soldiers; Arlen L. Fowler, The Black Infantry in the West, 1869-1891
(Westport, Connecticut: ~reenwood Publishing Co., 1971). Joseph T. Glatthaar, Forged
in Battle: The Civil War Alliance of Black Soldiers and White Officers (New York: Free Press,
1990), shows what can be accomplished by a gifted historian asking the right questions.
.Blacks in the post-Civil War army deserve similar treatment.
14. Douglas C. McChristian, "Grierson's Fight at Tinaja de las Palmas: An Episode
in the Victoria [sicl Campaign:' Red River Valley Historical Review, 7 (Winter 1982), 45-63.
T. Lindsay Baker and Billy R. Harrison, Adobe Walls: The History and Archeology of the 1874
Trading Post (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1986); Douglas D. Scott,
Richard Fox, Melissa Connor, and Dick Harmon, Archaeological Perspectives on the Battle
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To paraphrase Mark Twain, reports of the demise of military history have been greatly exaggerated. Historians have risen to Prucha's
charge to fill in the details. Fresh questions and new techniques have
revitalized a field that a mere three decades ago was the almost exclusive domain of genealogists, popularizers, and hacks. Does this mean
that the sabers have been sheathed and the tomahawks buried? Probably not. The myth is too much a part of our national ethos to ever
die a quiet or easy death. Nevertheless, it is virtually certain that military historians will continue for some time to reshape the ways in
which we view the settlement of the West.

